Landmorks Proservotion Commission
aevor 19, 1967, Humber 3

THE BLOCK HCUSE, Governors Island, Beroush of ¥anhatton,  Gomrluted 18L43;
architect Martin E. Thompsen.

Landmark Site: Borough of Manhattan Tax Hap Tlock 1, Lot 10 in port, consisting
of the land on which the described building is situsted.

On Decomber 27, 1966, the Londmerks Proscrvotion Commission held a public
hearing on the proposed designaticn as o Landmark of The Block House, Governors
Tsland and the provosed designetion of the related Landmark Site (Ttem No, ahy.
The hcaring had bsen duly advertised in accordance with the provisicns of lm.
In a letter to the Cemmission, the Canst Ouord questionod the propesal to desig-
nate the building, saying that Federally-cuned property is net aubject to
regulation by local 1mw,

DESCEIPTION AND ANALYSIS

In its severe classic simplicity, this almost sgquare, two-story Greck Revival
1840 building with basement has superb architcotural character. Extremely sustere
in appearance and dubbed the "Block House",this stone trimmed brick structure
derives its dignity and assthetic quality from the strict, diseiplined scale
expressed in its cemponents and from the large surfaces of prick interspersed with
evenly spaccd, well-proportioned openings.

The upper two flocrs of brick conmstruction rost on 2 wide stone band course
while the basoment bolow is of rough-cut masonry constructicn with some brick
rustication. Surrounding the building is on open Arcaway, cnelosed by a low curb
end a plain railing. At the r-of 1ine » combination of simple moldings with brick
deatils ond o coping of stonc crowns”tho tniltdineg,

The bullding, five windows wide, has windows ~f the double hung sash type
with plein sills and lintels. R mote of richness was added o the wide center
windew of tho upper story, with its mallions and sidelights, by the addition of
an ornate beleony with reiling projeeting from the well., ¢ fiizht of steps,

. contained by large stone blocks and a craceful curvilinear iron railing, lcads
to the entrance doorwey. Enframed with plrin pilesturs ond o wvery low pitched
podiment of stone, it cncloses o Twenticth Century versicn of the original Greek
Revival dcor.

The building 15 surrounded by brick walks nnd is sct among large trees in
the Northeast corner of the island. I% now contains officers apartments. Over
the years the structure hns scrved as A blockhouse, reneralls hea’lquarters,
officers quarters and a hespital.

The question has been rriscd by the Federal Government as to whether this
building sheuld be designated by New York 0ity as a Landmark. The Commission
wishes to henor a buitlins of which ¥ow Yorkers are prowd. Tho Commission is
copgnizant of tho jurisdictional question. Noverthaless, it is very impertant
for the Govermment of New York City te stato officially its deep concern that
this building be prossrvad. There should Bu 1o uncortainty chout this in
anycnets mind,

The Commissinn would be neglinent if it failed $¢ act in this situation.
Lt some Hime in the fubure this building m2y be in jeopardy.  OQur desipgnation
will be cspecially helpful in atorting Now York City's clected representaiives
in Washington of the importance of savings this building. At present the
Commission's specinlists emn be of serviey in previding advice so that the
architoetural integrity of this buildine is maintained. Indced n finc rcolation-
ship alrcady cxists with many 1ocal reprosentatives of the Fedornl Government.

PINDINGS ZND DESIGHATIONS

On the basis of a coreful consideraticon of the history, the archituvetnre and
other featurss of this building, the Landnarks Preservation Commission {inds that
Tho Bleock Housc hos a spocial character, speainl historical and acsthotic intorest
and valuc as part of the duvelopment, herilage omd cultural charnctevistics of
New York City.



“De

The Commisaicn furthcr [ints that, amons its imporbant vwuslities, The Block
Houst is n distinguishod example of Nincto nth Contury Grock %evival utilitarion
architacture, that it has cxeccllont prepor'lons and finc sealo, that it ia
extromely w=ll sited, thet it scrved the armed forcoes of the naticn for over a
hndred years and that it continues to serve 2 useful purpose as a multiple
dwelling for officers of the Coast Guard.

Aocordingly, pursuant te the provisions of Chapter 8- of the Charter of the
City of Now York and Chapter B-L of the Administrnative Code of the City of Now
York, the Landmarks Proservetion Commission desipnntes ns a Londmark The Block
Heuse, Governors Islond, Borcugh of Manhatton and Aesignates as its related
Landmark Site that part of Beroush of Moshatton Tax Map Block 1, Lot 10 which
conbaing the 1and on which the deseribod building is situated.



